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He continued in the height of power and authority till his death. Having fallen ill
soon after he had taken possession of Damascus, he ceased riding out, and, during
his indisposition, he frequently repeated the following lines :

Tell me, my dear friends! what may be the taste of sleep, for I am ill at ease (6).

His sickness continuing, he died on the afternoon of Wednesday, the 21st of
Rajah, A. H, 635 (8th March, A. D. 1238), and his corpse was interred, the following
day, in the citadel of Damascus. I was in that city at the time, and was present at
the cry raised in the great mosque of Damascus on the Saturday following; his death
haiing been kept secret till then and not announced (the day before) Friday, at the
public prayer (7). When the hour of prayer drew near, a herald stood up on the
throne which is before the pulpit, and, having implored God's mercy on al-Malik
al-Kamil, invoked the divine favour on his son al-Malik al-Aadil, lord of Egypt. I
w:s there present, and the people uttered one general exclamation: they suspected
that the king had died, but they did not acquire the certitude of the fact till then.
His brother's son, al-Malik al-Jawad Muzaffar ad-Din (the generous prince, trium-
phant in religion] Yunus Ibn Shams ad-Din Maudud Ibn al-Malik al-Aadil, was then
installed at Damascus as vicegerent of the sultanship and lieutenant of al-Malik al-
Aadil Ibn al-Malik al-Kamil, sovereign of Egypt. This nomination resulted from a
unanimous decision taken by these emirs who happened to be present in Damascus,
A turba (mausoleum) was erected for the reception of the corpse, and tins edifice
communicates, by a trellissed window, with the great mosque. Al-Malik al-Kamil
was born on the 25th of the first Babi, A. H. 576 (August, A, D. 1180); so at least
I have found it written in the handwriting of a person who had been engaged in
historical researches, Al-Malik al-Masud, (the son of d-Malik al-Mmil and) sovereign
of Yemen, died at Mekka on the 13th of the first Jumada, A. H. 626 (9th April,
A. D. 1229); he was born A. H. 597 (A. D. 1200-1). There was then at Mekka a
Kurd from the town of Arbela, a man of great holiness and called the shaikh Sadik
(or Siddik) Ibn Badr Ibn Djansih (8), who was making a devotional residence in the
neighbourhood of the temple. When al-Malik al-MasM was on the point of death,
he gave directions that none of his own money should be employed for the expenses
of his funeral, and that his body should be delivered to the shaikh Sadik, to be buried
by him as he thought proper. On Masftd's death, the shaikh shrouded the corpse
in a cloak (izdr) which he himself had worn for many years in his repeated pilgri-